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EDITORIAL NOTES 


AITH in God and in Christ the Saviour is within the 
reach of every person who calls upon the name of the 

Lord. It is the gift of God, and He is ever ready to 
bestow it upon those who are willing to receive this gift. 
Wherever there is a contrite heart and a mind open to the 
truth, there the divine power is made manifest in the salva- 


ee 


tion of the soul. Again and yet again in the Bible do we 
4 hear the words of the Lord: “Thy faith hath saved thee; thy 
faith hath made thee whole, go in peace.” All the inspired 
writers dwell upon the power of faith and its free bestowal 
on the willing minds and devout hearts that desire this gift. 
“By grace are ye saved through faith,” says the Apostle 
Paul in the Epistle to the Ephesians; “it is the gift of God.” 

Blessed are they whose faith in God and in Christ the 
Saviour is not shaken by every wind of doctrine that is blow- 
ing from all quarters in our day. Perhaps it was so in every 
generation, but observation leads one to remark that the 
emphasis placed on what is temporal and transitory in hu- 
man life in our day has repressed the spiritual aspirations of 
many who are carried away by the current of modern 
thought from the sound teaching of other days. The ten- 
dency to avoid controversy is also characteristic of our time. 
Yet the whole truth of God is a controversy against error 
and evil. “We walk by faith, not by sight’; and Paul also 
exhorts us to “stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be 






strong.” 
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A Seeking Sinner Finds a Seeking Saviour 
They who seek the Lord shall find Him, and He will 

bring rest to every soul. Blessed are they who can say with 
the Psalmist: 

“As the heart panteth after the water brooks, 

So panteth my soul after thee, O God. 

My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: 

When shall | come and appear before God?” 
Now is the acceptable time for each one of us. ‘‘Whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
He is no respecter of persons. His gift of salvation, recon- 
ciliation and peace is for all who repent of sin and believe in 
His power to redeem us from all iniquity. The Roman 
Catholics who do not know that they can come directly to 
God through Christ, and rely upon the intervention of others, 
whether dead “‘saints” to pray for them or priests to absolve 
them, may consider it controversy to enlighten them on the 
privileges of Christian believers. But they will listen to the 


testimony of those who know that they are accepted of God 


for Christ’s sake. Much depends on the spirit in which con- 


troversy is conducted 


The Modernist Priest Has Escaped from the Monastery 

The writer of the Diary of a Priest in a Trappist Monastery 
sent us the manuscript in installments. When he said in his 
first letter that the prior might read all correspondence, we 
replied that if our letter should be opened by any person ex- 
cept the one to whom it was addressed, we would notify Uncle 
Sam at Washington and set the whole force of post office in- 
spectors at work to run down the offender. We also advised 
this priest prisoner to escape, even if he had to force his way 
out and brush aside the gatekeeper with such energy as might 
be necessary. It was a pleasure to learn last month in a letter 
from this priest that he had escaped, though he did not indicate 
the method pursued. He has renounced the priesthood and is 
now engaged in business. No priest from that monastery was 
ever received at Christ’s Mission, which is not a penal re- 
formatory. Only priests of good character who desire to leave 
the Roman Church on religious grounds are welcomed at 
Christ’s Mission. 
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Converted Catholics in All the Protestant Churches 

In the March Convertep CATHOLIC it was stated that at least 
ten per cent. of the members of the various Protestant churches 
in the United States had been formerly Roman Catholics. The 
highest authorities on church statistics were quoted, But sev- 
eral correspondents have since written to say that we were en- 
tirely below the mark, that we should have placed the figures 
at more than ten per cent. <A subscriber in Brooklyn writes: 
“Referring to your statement in the March issue of Tue Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC concerning former Catholics who are mem- 
bers of Protestant churches, I would say that in our church 
we have in its membership such good Methodists as the follow- 
ing: 3 Hogans, 2 Kelleys, 2 Cassidys, 2 O’Connors, 3 Corys and 
3 Capons (these latter are Italians). My sister was reared in 
the Roman Catholic Church but joined the Methodist Church a 
few months ago. aks 

One of the foremost pastors of this city in a brief note dated 
May 6, 1911, said: 

“IT have just seen the notice of the Thirty-second Anniversary 
of Christ’s Mission. Accept my sincere congratulations on the 
great work you have done. I have recently received into the 
membership of my church thirty converts from the Roman 
Catholic Church. Five more will be received to-morrow. 

i Se 

In the April Magazine it was said that the father of the Rev. 
Dr. J. B. Rust had been a Roman Catholic before his con 
version. But we should have said it was his grandfather who 
had been a Roman Catholic. In writing on the subject we had 
also in mind the father of the Rev. Dr. Charles W. Drees, who 
before his conversion had been one of the pioneer Catholics of 
Ohio, like the venerable ancestor of the Rust family. 

As frequently shown in The Converted Catholic there are 
in the Protestant churches in the United States many mem- 
bers whose names would indicate that they were Roman Cath- 
olics. These tens of thousands the Roman Church would 
count as still of her communion, though in reality they are 
the best kind of Protestants. They know what Romanism is, 
personally or through their ancestors. 
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No Prayer at Cardinal Gibbons’ Jubilee 

When Cardinal Gibbons was asked to lead in prayer at a 
great peace meeting in Washington last month, he declined, 
saying the meeting itself was a form of prayer that should 
suffice for the occasion. He could not consistently offer a 
prayer which might be interpreted as taking part in a re- 
ligious service conducted by Protestants. ‘There is only one 
religion, as there is only one Church, from his point of view, 
and that is the Roman Catholic, which recognizes the Pope 
of Rome as its supreme ruler and the vicar of Christ on 
earth. Logically, therefore, he could not take part in any 
religious service in which other ministers would participate. 
The peace meeting was not a formal religious service, but 
if the Cardinal opened it with prayer there might be room 
for acknowledging that the “heretical’’ Protestants had some 
religion after all. As citizens the Roman Catholic prelates 
and priests may take part in public meetings, but not as 
“ministers of religion.” ‘They do not feel complimented 
when Protestant ministers go out of their wav to speak of 
“our sister Church, the Roman Catholic.” How significant 
was the absence of any religious exercises, not even the 
Lord’s prayer, at the Gibbons’ jubilee in Baltimore when all 
the great politicians were present. ‘Think of a Christian 
minister's anniversary celebration without any prayer what- 
ever! 


Kind and Considerate Subscribers are Good Friends 

Last month several hundred subscribers received a printed 
form enclosed in the Magazine to remind them that they 
had forgotten to send a contribution this year. Many good 
friends responded, some remitting even more than the mere 


subscription, “to help on the work.” Such letters are very 


welcome, and we hope those who again receive the printed 
reminder in the Magazine this month will be equally kind 
and considerate. If all our subscribers would send a contribu- 
tion with the annual subscription, the debt on Christ’s Mission 
could be quickly paid. It ought to be paid before the end of 
this year. 
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SERVICES IN CHRIST’S MISSION 


No. 331 West 57th St., New York 
JAMES A. O’CONNOR, PASTOR 

HE interest in the meetings in the chapel has continued 

during the summer months, and the attendance has been 

so good that Pastor ©O’Connor declared he did not re- 
member any year when the congregations were larger than 
this season or more Catholics were present. The pastor’s sub- 
jects as announced in the papers have brought to the meetings 
more Catholics than ever before in the history of this work, 
and many letters from those who attend as well as those at a 
distance come to him every week. 

At the service on May 7 Pastor O’Connor preached an his- 
torical sermon on the occasion of the Thirty-second Anniversary 
of his work in New York City. The review of the progress 
made and the outlook for the future were most encouraging. 
The New York Press, May 13, had the following notice in 
reference to this anniversary, with a picture of Mr. O’Connor: 

“The Rev. James A. O'Connor, founder and director of the 


Reformed Catholic work in this city, will to-morrow enter upon 


the thirtv-third year of his regular services at 3.30 o'clock in 
Christ’s Mission, now worshipping in its own headquarters, 
No. 331 West Fifty-seventh street. The Rev. Mr. O'Connor 
celebrated with a special service and historical sermon last Sun- 
day the Thirty-second Anniversary of the beginning of his 
work, and to-morrow will resume his usual programme, in 
which representatives of the Junior Order of United American 
Merchanics will participate. Addresses will be made by the 
Rev. Mr. O’Connor and Councillors of the Order.” 

The patriotic service on May 14 was inspiring to the large 
congregation, and the addresses of the Rev. Dr. Craig, of the 
Summit Avenue Baptist Church, Jersey City, and Councillor 
Everett Gray were greatly enjoved. Those brethren were so 
well pleased at their reception that they promised to come 
again. Dr. Craig’s church has always been sympathetic toward 
the work of Christ’s Mission. Many years ago when the late 
Rev. Dr. Hughes was pastor he invited Pastor O’Connor to 
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speak in his church and the congregation made a generous con- 
tribution to sustain the work. The Second United Presbyterian 
Church, Jersey City, of which the Rev. Dr. James Parker is 
pastor, has also remembered the needs of this work by an an- 
nual contribution. In making this announcement Pastor O'Con- 
nor said many persons expressed their surprise that other 
churches do not take part in this work. But such is the fact. 
Much could be said regarding the silence of Protestant pastors 
of all the denominations on the Roman Catholic question. 
Business men who are in official positions in the churches do 
not care to have such subjects discussed. Leave the Catholics 
alone, they have their own churches and their priests and 
bishops; and besides, they are too numerous and influential in 
political life—such is the prevailing sentiment in New York 
and all our large cities. But Pastor O’Connor said he was the 
best friend the Catholics had in the United States, for he 
wanted them to be free men and good Christians like other 
Americans. 

At the services in Christ’s Mission on Sunday afternoon, May 
21, the chapel was, as usual, filled to its capacity. Rev. Alex- 
ander Sabene, the converted Italian priest who came to Christ's 
Mission in 1909, and who has been at the Missionary Institute, 
Nyack, N. Y., preparing to become a missionary to work among 
his own people, gave a very interesting address in English on 
his conversion from the Roman Catholic Church. He said he 
could never forget what Pastor O’Connor had done for him. 

As at every service held in the chapel, many Roman Catholics 
were present. Two young men made themselves conspicuous 


by commenting on what Pastor O’Connor had to say on the 
“Attitude of Public Men Toward the Roman Catholic Church.” 
When he spoke of the Church being favored by politicians and 


men in high places these young men seemed to be pleased, but 
showed their bigotry when anything was said regarding the 
dangers that threatened this country by men in ‘public office 
extending favors to the Roman Church. One of these Catholic 
young men became so excited and impatient that he could not 
restrain himself, and said, “I can’t stand this any longer; I 
came here to contradict the speaker.” But a lady sitting near 
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him on hearing his remark advised him to keep quiet, as this 
was a religious service which he should not interrupt. The 
young man wisely heeded the advice and was silent during the 
rest of the service. 

Many of those Catholics who attend the services hear the 
simple Gospel story preached for the first time without refer- 
ence to the Virgin Mary or the saints, and no one but the dear 
Lord can tell what good impressions are made upon the hearts 
and minds of those deluded people who have been under the 
bondage of Rome’s superstitions and false doctrines, for “His 
Word shall not return unto Him void.” 

Sunday, May 28, Pastor O’Connor again referred to the 
public men and politicians who favor the Roman Church. 
He said we needed men of conviction in public life who would 
not cater to the Roman hierarchy whom in their hearts they 
despised for bartering their religion for political favors. 

PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF CHRIST'S MISSION 

An abstract of the report of Christ’s Mission, which was 
prepared during the Thirty-second Anniversary exercises 
last month, will be sent to the friends who are interested in 
the work, who have observed its progress, and who earnestly 
desire its continuance in well doing, and who will pray for 
its success. As might be expected, a work of this nature that 
has lasted a whole generation and has increased in useful- 
ness each year of its existence has met with much opposi- 
tion. The people of the world pass it by, and the great 
philanthropists are not interested in it. But its friends, 
though few in number, are the choicest and best in our 
country—friends of God, lovers of liberty, and advocates of 
righteousness. They have sustained the work, and their 
kindness has not been in vain, for the Lord has blessed 
what has been done in Christ’s name. Much good has been 
accomplished in a good spirit in a most difficult work, and 
all who have had part in it by their good wishes and prayers 
and their material coOperation have hatl good reason to give 
thanks to Almighty God for what has been done. The work 
of Christ’s Mission and of THe CoNnvertep CATHOLIC will 
have lasting results for God and our country. 
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BISHOP RUDOLPH A TRUSTEE OF CHRIST'S MISSION 

All the friends who are interested in the work of Christ's 
Mission, and of this Magazine, will be pleased to learn that 
the Rev. Bishop Robert Livingston Rudolph, D.D., has been 
elected a Trustee of Christ’s Mission. The death of Mr. 
William Campbell recently had left a vacancy in the Board 
of Trustees, and Bishop Rudolph has most kindly consented 
to serve. All who heard his great sermon in Christ's Mis- 
sion and all who read it in the Magazine will rejoice that a 
man so gifted by nature and grace will henceforth be ac- 
tively interested in this work, without in the least neglecting 
the wise superintendence of the many important Churches 
committed to his care and which he assumed as the col- 
league of the well-beloved Bishop William T. Sabine. 
Though Bishop Rudolph occupies the chair of theology in 
the Seminary of his Church in Philadelphia, his residence is 
in this city. He has been a warm friend of Pastor O’Con- 


nor’s for many years. 


Religious, Social and Political Conditions in 


Mexico 


Rev. James D. Eaton, D.D., a missionary of the Amer- 


TI 


1¢ 
ican Board. who has been in Mexico since 1882, was the 


speaker at the Sunday afternoon service in Christ's Mission, 
No. 331 West Fifty-seventh street, New York, James A, O’Con- 
nor, pastor, when a large congregation was present. 

Dr. Eaton said in part: 

“There are other points of view; as that of the Traveler, 
who at every turn is reminded of Oriental scenes and customs. 
who may study remarkable structures and monuments of pre- 
historic times, and visit churches and palaces built by the 
Spanish conquerors; of the Artist, who sees the charms of 
rugged mountains, vast plains, lofty waterfalls and tropic 
vegetation, with an Italian sky over all; and of the Captain 
of Industry, who grows eloquent over the material resources 
of the country, in which the Americans alone have invested 
not less than one thousand millions of dollars in railroads, 
mines, timber, cattle, plantations and factories. Said a Bos- 








we 
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tonian who has traveled in Europe and Asia: ‘I found Mexico 
more interesting than any other country I have visited.’ 

“But the missionary looks especially for the people; and he 
finds some sixteen millions of them, of whom perhaps one- 
third are of practically unmixed Indian blood, one-tenth white 
or nearly so, and the rest of all intermediate degrees of ad- 
mixture and shades of color. The immense majority speak 
the Spanish, although there are twenty or thirty tribes that 
preserve their ancient tongues. There are untaught millions 
of peons laboring on the vast estates of the wealthy class, 
who have generally controlled the government, although the 
latter is professedly that of a republic. The middle class has 
been limited in numbers and influence, although it is growing 
rapidly through the multiplication of schools and varied in 
dustries. 

“The prevailing religion is Roman Catholic, but it is so 
largely debased by admixtures of heathenism that it was pro- 
nounced by a French chaplain, in the time of Maximillian, to 
be a ‘baptized paganism.’ The resulting moral condition of 
the people is like that found in other Latin-American coun- 
tries. Many of the educated classes call themselves spiritual- 
ists, agnostics, positivists, materialists, infidels and even 
atheists. Youths in the public schools boast of being ‘libres- 
pensadores.’ meaning freethinkers. 

“The late insurrectionary movement was not started for 
plunder, nor by disappointed politicians, but as a protest 
against farcical elections, unlimited continuance in office of 
the old leaders, and burdensome and unjust taxation. The auto- 
cratic methods of a generation ago are out of date. General 
Diaz did a splendid work in the past, compelling peace and 
securing educational and industria! development: but he failed 
to recognize his own child in the enlightened and elevated 
people demanding a share in the government. It was a mis- 
take to take another presidential term, probably persuaded by 
those enjoying power under his reign. ‘He would have made 
a better score if he had quit at four-score.’ 

“Out of these disturbances will emerge a better Mexico. 


The people will have a freer ballot, and there will be more 
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of free speech and a free press. There will be more who own 
the soil they till. The working classes will be better housed, 
fed and clothed. Evangelical Christians will receive more 
recognition socially, and will become more influential. Prot- 
estants and Roman Catholics have fought and suffered side 
by side, and are likely to live together in the future more as 
brothers. 

“In order to insure this better Mexico, there is need of 
further education under positively Christian auspices. Mex- 
icans appreciate the sort of training that is offered them in 
mission schools, and the large majority of pupils in these are 
from Roman Catholic families, paving tuition for instruction 
that includes the study of the Bible. 

“The United States ought to take the part of a big brother 
toward the sister Republic on the south, not only showing 
her the path of material prosperity and of a true democracy in 
which the voice of the majority shall prevail peaceably, but 
also ready to share with her the highest moral and spiritual 
ideals, which alone make a nation truly happy and perma- 
nently great.” 

Though Dr. Eaton, courteous gentleman that he is, did not 
ask for a contribution for his schools in Mexico, Pastor O’Con- 
nor said the friends of Christ’s Mission would give a small 
offering of twenty-five dollars. Of this amount fifteen dollars 
have been received. 


Teaching English to Italians 


In its interesting “Talk of the Day,” the New York Tribune, 
May 19, said: 


The National Liberal Immigration League has issued a cir- 
cular letter containing “the good news” that on May 7 the 
Secretary of Agriculture of Italy “decided to establish schools 
for the teaching of English to those who desire to emigrate to 
the United States.” 

Giving further details of the proposed schools, the circular 
says: “These schools will be opened principally in Southern 
Italy and Sicily, which are the regions that give the largest 
number of emigrants to the United States. In addition to the 
proposed instruction in English, Spanish will be taught to those 
who intend to go to South America.” 





tients Sta I te i TOPE RETESTED 
— 








THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 211 


Maine Roman Catholics Excommunicated 

Last month some of the most prominent French Roman 
Catholics of the State of Maine were excommunicated by Bishop 
Louis P. Walsh for daring to assert their rights as citizens of 
a free country. The following letter was read in all the Ro- 
man Catholic churches of the State on Sunday, May 14: 

Portland, Maine, May 9, IgII. 

Dear Reverend Father:—You are hereby notified that the fol- 
lowing persons have been interdicted the rights and privileges 
of the Church in reception of the sacraments in the diocese of 
Portland: Godfrey S. Dupre, George C. Precourt, M.D.; Al- 
bert J. Deland, Albert C. Maynard, M.D., members of the 
French American Church of the State of Maine, and Alfred 
Conneau, all the above mentioned of Biddeford, and John Bb. 
Couture of Lewiston. 

This interdict has been decreed because of the grave scandal 
given by their various words and acts in a recent attack on 
Church authority and property and Church law in the diocese of 
Portland. This interdict has been duly made known to them 
and will hold until due reparation is made. 

You are hereby directed to make this fact known to the faith- 
ful under your charge in whatever manner you may deem it 
most expedient and to warn Catholic societies under your 
charge that if they cooperate with the above mentioned parties 
under interdiction they will be deprived of their rights and 
privileges as a Catholic society in the diocese of Portland. 

By order of the Right Rev. Bishop. James H. Carey, 

Chancellor and Secretary. 

Those gentlemen desired that the church property in Biddeford 
should be owned by the people and a bill for that purpose was 
introduced in the Legislature by Mr. John B. Couture, the 
Representative from Lewiston. The bill was adversely reported 
by the Legislature committee, to which it was referred, and was 
defeated in the Assembly. But Dr. Walsh was afraid it might 
come up again and he took the precautionary measure of ex- 
communicating those members of the church. 

Mr. Dupre is a prominent attorney of Biddeford, Drs. Pre- 
court and Maynard are both practicing physicians, and Mfr. 
Conneau is the editor of a local French-American newspaper. 
These men, with Mr. Deland, signed the petition accompanving 
the bill as “members of the executive committee of the French- 
American Roman Catholic Church of Maine.” 
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Like many other prelates in the United States, Bishop Walsh 
is a “corporation sole,” holding absolutely in his own name all 
church property in the diocese of Portland. He could sell, 
mortgage or give away to his relatives every church building, 
school, convent or other institution, even the cemeteries, in his 
diocese. There is absolutely no check upon him in disposing 


of all this property as he sees fit. In some dioceses there are 
nominal boards of trustees composed of the bishop, the vicar- 
general, the parish priest, and two laymen, all tools of the 
bishop. But in most of the States, as in Maine, the bishop is 
a corporation sole. There have been many instances where 
bishops obtained mortgages on church property without consult- 
ing any of the priests or people. It was to prevent abuses of 
this kind that the Biddeford Catholics desired to have the bill 
passed. “I will cut you off from the Church, ruin your busi- 
ness and send you to the demnition bow-wows for attempting 
to give the people control of their property,” said Bishop Walsh. 

ur friend, Counsellor Charles Eaton, of New Hampshire, 
writes on this subject: 


“It seems to me that THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC ought to stir 
up the French churches, whose members were Roman Catholics, 
to reprobate Bishop Walsh’s outrage. The right to petition our 
legislatures is primary and hallowed, and is enshrined and but- 
tressed in not only our Federal Constitution, but in all our 
State Constitutions. (See section 15 of the Maine Bill of 
Rights. ) 

“Bishop Walsh’s interdict is to the Catholic citizen a doom 
to perdition; for all Catholics are trained in the dogma, “Out 
of the Catholic Church there is no salvation.”’ The interdict to 
the Catholic extends beyond the grave forever and forever. The 
cursing of these worthy Maine citizens for exercising their in- 
alienable rights is the blackest of infamous deeds. Let the 
French Protestant clergy act in a body and so turn the eyes 
of the nation upon Bishop Walsh’s aggression—his disloyalty to 
the flag that defends him.” 


Not only should the French pastors take up the matter and 
reprobate Walsh’s outrage on these citizens of Maine, but the 
Protestant ministers of the State should speak with no uncertain 
sound and invite the Catholics to come out of the Roman 
Church and become Christians like other Americans. 
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Bits of Correspondence 


From Massachusetts :—I realize fully how very remiss I am 
in sending my subscription for 1911. In the May number of 
the Magazine you said that if the subscriptions were not sent 
in before June Ist the remiss ones would be stricken from the 
list. So at the eleventh hour I am renewing my subscription. 
I would miss the visits of your most excellent Magazine, so up 
to date and full of the “signs of the times,” did I not receive 
it regularly. (Mrs.) E. G. R. 

[The Magazine will continue to be sent to the “remiss ones” 


a little longer, with a bill for $1.50 enclosed. Perhaps they will 
send $2 or more “to help on the work.” | 


From New Jersey:—I enjoy reading your Magazine, and 
trust the future may be brighter than the past in the salvation 
of many souls that are under the bondage of Roman Catholicism. 
This country is in great danger. Rome weaves her web in 
every place of government she can. Thank God, He is Sover- 
eign over all. Be Su 


From Canada:—Enclosed find three dollars for two years’ 
subscription to THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, which improves 
with age. I anticipated some very interesting reading matter 
in your “European Notes,’ and was not disappointed. I hope 
you will be long spared to conduct the Magazine in the same 
courteous and gentlemanly manner as you have done since I 
became a subscriber. A. M. 


From New Hampshire:—I prize your Magazine more than 
any other paper I know of. I wish all the poor Roman Catholic 
people could be made to see the true Gospel of Jesus Christ. | 
will tell you of an incident which took place in the city of 
Lowell. A preacher, who had once been a Roman Catholic 
priest, was holding meetings in one of the churches and he was 
told that in his congregation there were four young men who 
were studying for the priesthood, and so he directed his words 
to them. After the service he had a personal talk with the 
students. The next evening they again attended the meeting, 
and after that they left the Roman Catholic Church. i. & 
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Truth in a Pope’s Joke 
BY AUGUSTINE BAUMANN 

Truth may be found, if not in the encyclicals of the Popes, 
yet in some of the jokes they utter from time to time. A story 
which has just come to me from Rome throws a good deal of light 
on this matter. Pope Pius X has declared ina joke that people can 
go to Heaven without him. In an encyclical he would not have 
dared to make this utterance, but in a joke in the presence of 
a mere camariere it was permissible, and it happens to be true. 
The Pope, who as we know, before imprisoning the minds of 
Roman Catholics, has begun by imprisoning himself in the Vati- 
can, is not at liberty to attend aviation meetings, and conse- 
quently he had not yet seen men flying in aeroplanes. One day 
last month Lieutenant Ginocchi, of the Italian army, attached to 
the aviation corps, recently created, set out on a flight on his 
aeroplane from the aerodrome of Centocelle, some seven miles 
from Rome, and flew over the Eternal City. He was describing 
magnificent circles above Saint Peter’s and the Vatican, which 
created much excitement among the ecclesiastics and the mon- 
signori. One of the papal Chamberlains rushed to the library 
where the Pope happened to be at the time. “Holy Father!” 
exclaimed the camariere, “we are receiving a visit from heaven!” 
It was a mild joke on the part of the Chamberlain, who im- 
mediately explained that it was an aeroplane which was flying 


over the gardens of the Vatican. The Pope, leaning on two 


sticks, which he now often uses as he has been very weak lately, 
moved slowly over to the window and looked admiringly at the 
evolutions of the aeroplane. A number of ecclesiastics mean- 


while had gathered round him and were also wondering at the 
aviator’s flight. Suddenly the Pope turning round said to them 
with a faint smile: “Ah, my children, what will become of us 
now? The unsophisticated people will hereafter think that they 
can go to heaven without us!” Everybody applauded the little 
Papal joke, but without realizing it, the Pope had at that mo- 
ment uttered the only infallible truth since his accession. What 
a blessing it will be when the people know they can go to 
heaven without the Pope or his priests! 
Paris, France, May 29, I9QII. 
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PRIESTS AT CHRIST’S MISSION 


AST month Archbishop J. P. Pitaval, of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, was in New York on his way to Rome. He 
did not call at Christ’s Mission, but one of his priests did 


«© 
—_ 
or 


and related many interesting things about Dr. Pitaval and his 
archdiocese. Last March this archbishop sent a petition to 
Congress asking for three hundred thousand acres of land in 
New Mexico for the establishment of a manual training school 
for the youth of that territory. A bill was introduced in Con- 
gress for this donation but there was such an outcry in the 
press that it was not reported favorably. 

This priest from New Mexico said if he had money to go to 
Rome he would make serious charges against the archbishop. 
He appealed to several priests in New York, but they could not 
help him. Many of them said they had troubles enough of 
their own. He said he told two priests he would apply at 
Christ’s Mission, but they informed him he would receive no 
countenance there “to fight his bishop,” but would be advised 
to leave the Roman Church and become a Protestant. “I am 
a Protestant at heart already,” said he, “and if I could get a 
situation | would never say mass again.” 

There are many other priests like this one who are forced 
by circumstances to remain in the priesthood. 

Among other priests who recently came to Christ’s Mission 
for counsel and direction was an Englishman who had been 
ordained by Dr. Bagshawe in Nottingham after a course of 
study in the University of Louvain, Belgium, that lasted sev- 
eral years. “Four of those years in university training were 
profitable,” said the priest, “but the three years in the theological 
department were wasted. If I could continue to believe the 
theological doctrine of the institution, I presume all would be 
well with me, but I could not harmonize the forced interpreta- 
tion of dogma with the scientific instruction of the university, 
and there was constant friction between the bishop and myself 
in the diocesan conferences.” He had obtained a year’s leave 
of absence from his diocese, and as he had relatives in this 
country he came here on a visit with the intention of entering 
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the Protestant Episcopal Church. As his testimonials were ex- 
cellent he was placed in communication with the officials of a 
Protestant Church where his services may be required. This 
priest said the late Father Tyrell, the former Jesuit, had many 
secret disciples among the English Catholic priests, who were 
waiting for a.favorable opportunity to abandon the Roman 
Church. A vigorous Protestantism proclaimed in the churches 
in England and the United States, he declared, would greatly 
encourage those priests to be true to their conscientious con- 
victions and renounce Roman Catholicism. “An educated man,” 
concluded this English priest, ‘cannot honestly believe in the 
superstitions of the Roman Church.” 

Last March an American priest, writing from New England, 
said : 


“If you are not weary of listening to the troubles of priests 
who call on you or write you, I wish you would in your 
Christian kindness help me. I have been a priest for the last 
six years, and can no longer suppress the doubts regarding 
the faith which have arisen. . . . I wish you would help 


me to leave the Roman Church and find some position where 
I could be useful. I have university and theological degrees, 
and some experience in journalistic work, besides a knowl- 
edge of languages.” 

A good letter of encouragement was sent to this priest, who 
replied: “Your kind letter just received, and I thank you for 
your willingness to be of assistance, which I shall never forget, 
no matter what the future may have in store. . . . About 
four years ago a friend gave me a copy of THE CONVERTED 
Catnotic. It was the first time I had seen it. I have enjoyed 
your ‘Letters to Cardinal Gibbons,’ which I have always found 
good and timely.” 

The former priest and present Protestant rector, whose article 
on “The Decay of Roman Catholicism” appeared in the April 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, became interested in this priest at our re- 
quest, and a position as a teacher may be found for this learned 
man, who wishes to leave the priesthood quietly and not grieve 
his relatives. The confidence of all the priests who come to 
Christ’s Mission is respected, though they are advised to make 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 217 


~ 


a public declaration of their reasons for leaving the priesthood. 
We know well, however, from experience of the persecuting 
spirit of the Roman Catholic Church, that not until they have 
been grounded in the faith of the Gospel and have learned to 
cast their care upon the Lord will they think it their duty to 
denounce the evils and corruption existing in the Church of 
Rome. The world at large would rather those priests should 
remain and endeavor to bring about reforms in that Church. 
Hence there is little sympathy with them in renouncing the 
priesthood. But Christ’s Mission will continue to help those 
priests to come out of that Babylon and learn the way of God 
by trusting Christ as their Saviour and Friend, who, even if 
father and mother and friends forsake them, will take them 
into His loving care. 


Last year the New York /ndependent (April 28, 1910), re- 
ferring to the change of faith from Roman Catholicism to 
Protestantism so characteristic of our time, and the exodus of 
Catholic priests and people, said editorially: 


The profound dissatisfaction with the present policy of the 
Vatican impels multitudes of priests and laymen to seek a refuge 
in some other Christian Church. A venerable and wise clergy- 
man, not belonging to any of the proselyting bodies, reports to 
us that it is a hard problem to know what to say to many priests 
who are inclined to leave the Church of Rome, and could be re- 
ceived into the Protestant Churches, but could then find no 
means of subsistence. He is inclined to tell them to remain 
where they are and lie low waiting for a better time. But the 
present activity against them renders such a course impossible 
to a large number of priests and intelligent laymen who really 
need some place of refuge. This situation is probably a tem- 
porary one, but it is a real and terrible one to many priests who 
really do not know what to do. For this unhappy situation the 
Cardinal Secretary of State is chiefly responsible. The great 
mass of men in Italy, France and Spain are strongly anti- 
clerical. The Papacy in its present attitude is multiplying these 
men and intensifying their tendency. If they cannot stand the 
strain it is better that they find churches of refuge where they 
can remain Christian, even if anti-clerical or even anti-Catholic. 


In our occasional calls at the office of the /ndependent, with- 
out pretending to be either “venerable or wise,” we sought to im- 
press upon the editors the sad condition of the intelligent men 
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in the priesthood who cannot believe the traditions and fables 
imposed upon them in their youth as Christian doctrines. If 
other Protestant journals would sympathize with priests who 
have outgrown the false dogmas of Rome and desire to leave 
that Church, there would be less obstacles in the way of. those 
men. Some years ago THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC said: 

The priests who are American born, or who mingle with 
Americans, are getting to be ashamed of the gross superstitions 
of their Church. They are seeking a way out of it. The diff- 
culties in their path are many and seem almost insurmountable, 
and they are afraid of the cold, hard world outside, and the in- 
difference of so many Protestants. But it is better to be honest 
and true to their convictions and come out. 

Since that was written the number of priests who wish to 
leave the Roman Church has largely increased, and if the facili- 
ties for helping them to a livelihood were adequate, the num- 
ber would be still greater. All the priests who have come to 
Christ's Mission—where over one hundred and sixty have been 
welcomed—have declared that they know many others who 
would leave the Church if they knew what to do for a living. 

Every week priests either call at Christ’s Mission or write 


for information, counsel and guidance. 


Luther’s Memory Highly Honored. 

While the book world was startled in April by the price-— 
$50,000—paid at an auction in New York for a Gutenburg 
Bible in Latin, it was equally remarkable that in the same 
month $22,500 had been paid at an auction in Leipsic, Ger- 
many, for an autograph letter of Martin Luther to the Emperor 
Charles V. The purchase, it is said, was made for Mir. J. P. 
Morgan, of New -York. The letter, which is in Latin, is of 
great historical importance. It was written in 1521 during the 
Reformer’s return journey from the Diet of Worms, and, de- 
scribing the proceeding, defended his attitude. The epistle was 
intrusted to an imperial herald, who gave Luther safe conduct 
through the Thuringian forest until he was ostensibly taken 
prisoner for his own protection by the order of his friend, the 
Elector of Saxony. The contents of the letter were such that 
none dared to deliver it to the Emperor, and a note to this 
effect was written on the manuscript by the Emperor’s Archivist. 

A letter written by Luther's wife, who was Katharina von 
Bora, brought $1,500 at the same auction. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


THE INTEGRITY OF THE BIBLE 


BY REV. JAMES M. GRAY, D.D. 


T the graduating exercises of the Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago, last month, the Rev. James M. Gray, D.D., 
the Dean, delivered the address, which we are glad to 

say has been printed in a neat booklet. Dr. Gray’s address 
should be widely read, not only by ministers and students but 
by all who believe in the integrity of the Bible as the revealed 
Word of God. He quotes Bishop Charles Edward Cheney, of 
the Reformed Episcopal Church, Chicago, on the diminishing 
number of students for the ministry in all the churches. The 
Bishop said the zeal of the university and seminary student is 


often cooled by “the admonition that the business of the 2oth 


Century minister is to lead in sociological reform instead of 
trying to convince of sin and show the way of salvation. Lead 
ing men to Christ has been superseded by leading the poor to 
a better environment. Hygiene instead of heaven—food rather 
than forgiveness—country air in place of creeds and confessions 
of faith—constitute the mission of the modern minister.” 

DR. GRAY’'S PERSONAL TESTIMONY 

[ may be pardoned if in this friendly atmosphere and amid 
these familiar associations I draw an illustration from my per- 
sonal history. When I was preparing for the gospel ministry | 
came face to face with the question as to whether the Bible 
was the Word of God. So impressed was I with the vital and 
primary importance of the question that, laying aside all othe: 
studies as far as possible, | gave undivided and concentrated 
attention to its settlement. Every known difficulty was faced. 
every doubt analyzed, every inquiry pursued to the farthest 
point of investigation possible to me. 

Now, I profess to have average intelligence, to be able to 
read and think, to analyze and compare, and to form reason- 
ably accurate conclusions. I also profess to be honest and sin- 
cere with my soul and the souls of others under my spiritual 
care. I am familiar with the teachings of the higher criticism. 
I know something of the so-called evolutionary hypothesis, and 
I am not altogether ignorant of other philosophical speculations 
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concerning the creation of the universe, the religions of hu- 
manity, and the nature of man himself. I am not indifferent 
to criticism or impervious to the effect of sarcasm and ridicule, 
and yet in the face of all that has been said to the contrary so 
far as | am cognizant of it, I now bear witness that nothing 
has been discovered, or declared, by men in all these years to 
weaken my conviction one iota in the integrity and authority 
of the Bible as the Word of God. 

You, the graduates of this School, believe the Bible to be 
throughout a supernatural revelation from God. You believe 
Jesus Christ His Son to be the Very God of Very God. You 
believe He was incarnate of the Holy Ghost by the Virgin 
Mary, and that He “died for our sins and rose again for our 
justification.” You believe that this God-man now sitteth at 
the right hand of God, ever living to make intertession for us, 
and that He is coming again in power and great glory to bring 
His reward with Him. ; 

You believe that “by nature we are children of wrath”; that 
“except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God”; that “whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved”; that “those who know not God and obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ shall be punished with 


everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and the 
glory of His power.” 


You believe that it is your duty and your joy to proclaim this 
message unto men wherever you go, that by all means you 


5 


may save some. ‘ 

Jesus said, “When the son of man cometh, shall He find the 
faith on the earth?” The inference is that His flock in that 
day will be as “little” relatively as in the day in which He 
spake the words. In the meantime we have His promise, “I 
come quickly. hold fast that which thou hast that no one take 
thy crown.” 

“Be brave! 
The day will dawn, however dark the night; 
The right will win, however fierce the fight; 
The end is sure, however far from sight. 


Be brave! 
Not ours to shirk or shrink, to doubt or dread: 
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Not ours to turn from hardships seen ahead ; 
Not ours to falter wheresoe’er we're led. 


3e brave! 
The road will brighter grow throughout its length; 
The load will lighter grow through added strength; 
The goad will turn to helpful staff at length. 


Be brave! 
With crown of thorns truth still adorns her own; 
On scaffold, cross and gibbet rears her throne; 
Her altar stands where each must stand alone. 


xe brave! 
The coward lives and dies an abject slave; 
The fearful is a tyrant, fool and knave; 
Omnipotence is only with the brave.” 
Copies of Dr. Gray’s address can be had for general circula- 
tion by enclosing stamps for postage and addressing, The 
Moody Bible Institute, 158 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois. 


John Bunyan’s Book of Martyrs 


Last month it was proposed to sell in England John Bunyan’s 
copy of Foxe’s “Book of Martyrs” to pay off the mortgage of 
$6,000, on the property of the Bedford Institute, which has 
been in possession of the book since 1841. But the English 
Government interposed at the last moment. 

During the imprisonment of John Bunyan his two chief com- 
panions were the Bible and Foxe’s “Book of Martyrs,” which 
he studied indefatigably. On the margin of his copy of the 
“Book of Martyrs” are still legible the ill-spelt lines of doggerel 
in which he expressed his reverence for the brave sufferers and 
his enmity to the mystical Babylon, which, of course, could be 
only the Church of Rome. In THe Convertep Carnovic for 
October, 1907, there was a fine description of Giant Pope by 
John Bunyan. If some of our modern Protestant writers would 
take Bunyan’s view of the Pope and his Church they might 
also become immortal. 
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New Spanish Law Affecting the Church 

Premier Canalejas has introduced in the Cortes his draft of 
an associations law, that is, an act for the regulation of the re- 
ligious orders in Spain. The Vatican protests against this pro- 
ceeding, holding that the Spanish Government should have come 
to an agreement with it as to the terms of the law before un- 
dertaking to enact it. The Premier and his supporters take the 
ground that to have done this would have compromised the in- 
dependence and dignity of Spain, the issues being not religious, 
but purely matters of domestic policy. The measure will meet 
with opposition from the Carlist and other distinctive Catholic 
groups, but it will have the support of the Government combina- 
tion and the Liberals generally in the parliament, and it is be- 
lieved it will pass with little modification. Its supporters repre- 
sent it as a very moderate measure, while, of course, the Pope 
says it is an attack on him and his Church. 

The principle of the bill is that all associations of twelve mem- 
bers or upward are subject to the general laws. Every three 
years they must report to the Government a schedule of their 
revenues and expenditures and the property they own. The 
only real property they can hold is that which their own mem- 
bers contribute. Property bestowed gratuitously on them must 
be sold and the proceeds invested in non-transferable registered 
securities. Purchases of property made by third parties for as- 


sociations so as to evade the law are null and void. These pro- 


visions, the defenders of the law explain, are intended to prevent 
the undue enrichment of the religious communities at the ex- 
pense of the rest of the country. 

Legal existence of any religious association is to depend on 
the granting of a diocesan license. All must pay every tax or 
impost, local or general, borne by the public at large. When a 
religious house violates the law or is dissolved the State will 
assume the management of its charitable activities or institu- 
tions, if any. Otherwise it will proceed to liquidate the com- 
munity’s affairs. Foreigners must not enter religious establish- 
ments in Spain without taking out letters of naturalization, and 
even so not one-third of all the members of any establishment 
may be of foreign birth. 
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THE CHURCH OF ROME IN SUPREME 
POWER IN THE UNITED STATES 


URING the last few years Roman Catholics have found 
their way into prominent positions in the great corpora- 
tions and trusts. James A. Farrell, of Brooklyn, is now 

president of the United States Steel Corporation, which is 
said to be the greatest industrial institution in the country. 
Doubtless Mr. Farrell is a capable business man. He certainly 
has been as devoted a Roman Catholic as United States Senator 
James A. O’Gorman, or the recently appointed State Supreme 
Court Judge, Daniel F. Cohalan. It will be remembered that 
Mr. Cohalan, as reported in the New York Sun, March 31, 
1911, said to the members of the Legislature at Albany when 
there was opposition to the election of William F. Sheehan as 
United States Senator: 

“We are tired of all this business. We are tired of this op- 
pos tion to one of our race and religion. We have had enough 
of this. We have competent men, men of very great intel- 
lectuality, but this constant reiteration against one of ouf race 
and religion must cease. It must stop, gentlemen, and it must 
stop right here.” 

And it did stop, said the Sun; and Judge O'Gorman was 
elected Senator. 

Then last month Governor John A. Dix, a Protestant, ap- 
pointed Mr. Cohalan, the eloquent champion of the Irish race 
and Roman Catholic religion in the United States, to the Su- 
preme Court bench as the successor of Judge O’Gorman. As 
an excuse for Governor Dix’s action, the press generally said 
his selection of good men for other offices would not be con- 
firmed if Tammany Hall were not placated by the appointment 
of Mr. Cohalan. Governor Dix is of the same family as that 
other Governor of the State of New York in Civil War times, 
who said: “If any man hauls down the American flag, shoot 
him on the spot.” In the public functions arranged by the 
Knights of Columbus and other Roman Catholic societies the 
Papal flag is now usually placed by the side of the American 
flag. Woe be to the American Protestant who should object 
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to its presence. In the Catholic countries of Europe the Papal 
flag would not be tolerated in any public procession. But the 
Church of Rome has lost its supremacy in Europe. That su- 
premacy, with the consent of the American people, is being 
transferred to the United States. 


GRAND HIGH MILITARY MASS UNDER STATE AUSPICES 


On Sunday, May 28, 1911, one of the greatest Roman Catho- 
lic demonstrations ever held in this country took place at the 
Navy Yard of the United States in Brooklyn. The scene was 
the Marine Barracks Campus, and between 40,000 and 50,000 
persons were present, said the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, May 29. 
We quote from that paper: 

The ceremony throughout was most impressive. Religious 
solemnity and military splendor combined to make the occasion 
the most auspicious and successful in the history of the ob- 
servance of Memorial Sunday. The mass was conducted under 
the auspices of Gloucester Camp No. 5, Spanish War Veterans, 
and the Long Island Chapter of the Knights of Columbus, who 
have jointly managed the arrangements for the past two years. 

The Rev Mathew C. Gleason, chaplain of the United States 
Navy, acted as celebrant; the Rev. John P. Chidwick, former 
chaplain United States Navy, and superior of the Archdiocesan 
Seminary of New York, was deacon, and the Rev. Eugene E. 
MacDonald, chaplain of the U. S. S. North Dakota, sub-deacon. 
The master of ceremonies was the Rev. John F. Nash, rector 
of the Church of the Sacred Heart, on Clermont avenue, who 
for twelve years attended the sailors and marines at the Brook- 
lyn Navy Yard. 

On the north side of the campus a huge altar was erected on 
a high platform so that every one in the vast assemblage might 
witness the services. The balconies and buildings of the bar- 
racks and those of the yard itself were arrayed in gala dress 
of flags and bunting of every sort, and numerous flags floated 
over the multitude from various points in the grounds. 

The ceremony of the mass itself, with all the solemnity of the 
highest act of worship in the Catholic Church, was rendered 
even more impressive by reason of the surrounding circum- 
stances. In front of the platform stood the detachment of the 
Marine Corps, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph 
Rossell, which has acted as special guard of honor for several 
years because of their zealous codperation with the committee 
in making the arrangements. At the elevation of the Host the 
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bugle sounded the “church call’’ and the corps presented arms, 
while the roll of drums was heard. 


A choir of 150 picked voices, under the direction of Arthur 
S. Somers, past district deputy of the Knights of Columbus, 
rendered compositions from the masses of Hayden and Gounod. 

On one side of the altar the Marine Band was stationed and 
on the other the band of the Police Department. Before the 
mass began these two alternated in rendering classical and 
solemn selections. The bands from the Sixty-ninth Regiment 
and the Letter Carriers also assisted in the musical programme. 


PRIEST BELFORD, COLONEL ROOSEVELT’S FRIEND, PREACHED 

The sermon at this great demonstration was preached by the 
Rev. John L. Belford, pastor of the Church of the Nativity, 
Brooklyn, a great friend of Colonel Theodore Roosevelt. When 
that priest was in charge of the Roman Catholic Church at 
Oyster Bay, the summer home of the Roosevelt family, he was 
on most friendly terms with President Roosevelt, and some of 
the Brooklyn priests have declared that this friendship was no 
bar to Belford’s promotion to his present important parish. 

The following are some sentences from Priest Belford’s ser- 
mon, as reported in the papers: 

“Time was when it was said that the Catholic Church was 
unfriendly to this Republic, that it owed its allegiance to Rome 
instead of to the government, and that no Catholic could be 
trusted with a high public office. 

“We feel to-day that this assembly can give an excellent test 
of the service given to America by Catholic men. 

“We are soldiers in the army of Christ. . . . Some ques- 
tions can only be settled by an appeal to the sword; and when 
the call comes men must take their places in the army. ; 

“There is a battle against false principles; and we are to do 
battle in virtue of the principles of religion. No country was 
ever great or successful in which religion was not fostered... . 

“We should have gratitude to-day that here we should be 
gathered together under the protecting banner of the greatest 
nation on earth. We are here to lay a tribute on the graves 
of men who had our faith.” 

By “religion,” of course, Priest Belford meant the religion 
of the Roman Catholic Church. While he is a priest he could 
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not acknowledge that there is any other form of the Christian 
religion. Privately he, like other priests, may say that Prot- 
estants are good people—especially if they are good to the 
Church—but publicly he must declare they have no religion in 
the true sense of the word. 

PRESIDENT TAFT AT A MEMORIAL MASS 

Despatches, from Washington, May 28, said that for the first 
time in the history of this country official sanction was given to 
the Roman Catholic celebration of Memorial Day. The New 
York Tribune had this brief item: 

Washington, May 28.—Military field mass for the Spanish 
war dead was celebrated in the shadow of the Washington 
Monument to-day before 25,000 people. President Taft, mem- 
bers of the Cabinet, of the diplomatic corps and of Congress 
were present. The event was the first of the kind celebrated 
in Washington. About nine thousand men marched in the 
parade, 2,000 of these being Spanish war veterans. 

The “military field mass” of the Roman Catholic Church will 
henceforth constitute an essential feature of the memorial ser- 
vice on Decoration Day. Old Grand Army men may not like 
it, and may use strong language to express their feelings when 
they assemble in their posts. But what can they do when their 
protest would be considered a reflection upon the President, 
who is, by law, the Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy 
of the United States. All they can do, these old soldiers who 
fought for the preservation of the Union, is to cry, ‘““How long, 
© Lord, how long.” 

“AMERICA DESTINED TO BE ROMAN CATHOLIC” 


\ Roman Catholic writer, William F. Markoe, corresponding 
secretary of the Catholic Truth Society, is confident that America 
will be wholly Roman Catholic. “We must make America 
Catholic; God wills it,” said Archbishop Ireland at the Catholic 
Congress in Baltimore in November, 1889. Mr. Markoe ex- 
presses his ardent desire in this way: 

Is not this whole country stamped for a Catholic land? With 
the great doctor, St. Augustine, guarding the Atlantic coast, 
and the heroic missionary, San Francisco, the Pacific; with the 
indomitable apostle, St. Paul, kindling zeal and enthusiasm in 
the North, and the gentle San Antonio inspiring love and peace 
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in the South; with the warrior king, St. Joseph, and Notre 
Dame, the gracious queen of Heaven, hard by.—with all these 
powerful intercessors pleading for her, can we, I say, expect 
anything less than a glorious triumph for Catholicity in Amer- 
ica? . . . The nets of St. Peter will drag this continent 
from ocean to ocean, till they are filled to breaking. 


Romanism in the Press and Politics 
While Roman Catholicism is dying in the Catholic countries 
of Europe, it is progressing in Protestant countries like the 
United States and England, where its influence in politics and 
the press is apparent. The Belfast Christian Advocate, April 
21, 1911, throws light on this subject in the following editorial: 
The great influence which the Roman Catholic Church wields 
over the press has often been a subject of remark, and yet steps 
are being taken to further strengthen that position. Hence, ac- 
cording to the Catholic Times, it is proposed to form an Apos- 
tolate of the press in cooperation with the work of the Catholic 
Federation, of which it is said—‘“For municipal elections the 
Federation has its up-to-date register of Catholic voters. The 
names of the Catholic householders in all the parishes, which 
are bound together in federal unity, are notified in their regis- 
tration books. Those who from any cause are not found upon 
the list of voters, are within a ready reach of the promoters of 
the Catholic press, who use the voters roll as a working basis. 
The districts are divided and sub-divided for convenient can- 
vassing. Wherefore, a list of Catholic papers, Tory, Liberal, 
National, a phalanx of active press canvassers, a systematic 
covering of the whole ground, a few weeks of persistent Apos- 
tolate—and the crucial portion of the organization of the Catho- 
lic press will have been accomplished. Not that the work can 
stop there, for the cause of the press will permit of no rest.” 
Most certainly Roman Catholicism is wide awake 
There is far greater danger to free institutions from the in- 
creasing power of the Roman Catholic Church in the United 
States than there is in England. Its influence over our public 
men is appalling. Already the political wire-pullers are count- 
ing on the Catholic vote as the deciding factor in’ the Presi- 
dential election next year. That accounts for the presence of 
the most prominent politicians of the various parties at the 
recent Roman Catholic functions. The American people must 
wake up and rebuke these toadying and traitorous politicians. 
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IN A TRAPPIST MONASTERY—A PRIEST’S 
DIARY 


LEARNED priest who was suspected of “Modernism” was 
induced to make a “retreat” in a Trappist monastery re- 
cently. He is an American and has been a parish priest. 

This gentleman has sent to THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC a diary 
which he kept while sojourning among those queer human beings. 
Here are some extracts from that diary: 


Having arrived at the monastery and written my name in the 
register, I was taken to a room in the great establishment. The 
entire building constitutes the enclosure, of which the cloisters 
are a conspicuous part. The architecture is plain; the central 
gable, with its statue of Saint Joseph in a niche, can hardly be 
called ornamental. The rooms of the clergymen boarders—as 
the monastery euphemistically calls us—are on the third floor 
of the front side of the abbey and continue around the eastern 
side on the same level. As I learned later, the rooms in front 
* while those in the eastern ell 
Needless to remark the front rooms are 


are said to be “on Broadway,’ 
are “in the Bowery.” 
the best. 

I was now conducted to a room in the Bowery, a dark, squalid 
apartment, illy lighted by one window, which looked out upon 
the enclosed square. The walls were dark with dust and dirt, 
cobwebs hung from the ceiling; the wooden partitions separating 
my apartment from the room on each side of it were bronzed 
and browned with smoke and grime. The furniture was the 
simplest. A single iron bedstead with a cornstalk mattress, 
one gray lumberman’s blanket and a red comfortable which 
smelled musty; two pillows, one of which was filled with straw, 
the other with flock; these formed my bed. A wardrobe, one 
chair and a rocker, the projecting uprights of which were soiled 
from the touch of human hands, completed my outfit of fur- 
niture. Over all, pervading everywhere, was this dark and 
mephitic atmosphere, uncleanliness and disease. I give this 
detailed description of my room because it applied with slight 


modification to every other apartment in the Bowery. A long 
hall, or corridor, separated the two lines of rooms. This pas- 
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sageway is at least one hundred feet in length—narrow, with 
no available light except the dim rays which filter through the 
screen transoms over the doors. Looking down this dim per- 
spective, with all the horrors of dirt, dust and disease which lie 
in wait along its pathway, one cannot restrain a shudder. Poor 
human nature is weak, and in some of us it revolts at filth and 
uncleanliness. I cannot help wondering how the Bishop of —— 
would like an enforced exile and sojourn in this noxious cavern. 

Having arrived early in the forenoon, I had abundance of 
time in which to make myself acquainted with my fellow prison- 
ers. I found them just as eager in various ways to form my 
acquaintance. Misery likes company. I learned only in the 
after days that the far greater number are here on account of 
disobedience to their bishops; some have been here for years. 
One man is here because he ran away with another man’s wife 
—the Church won't stand for any such cuckoldry. But, then, 
had he run away with his own wife his punishment would be 
identical, perhaps severer. 

I learn now that there is a sorry distinction in living in Broad- 
way. Rooms of the better sort go by turns, by seniority of resi- 
dence; the man who has been here the longest having the best 
room, and so on downward. “The Father of the Marshalsea’”’ 
has been here eleven years. Before that time he was Vicar- 
General of an important diocese. His bishop must have been 


a brute, I learned the bishop’s name and I am not surprised at 


his barbarous obduracy. Happily he is now dead, the general 
hope here being that Satan has him safely put away in a good 
warm corner. 

I slept poorly the first night; the bells and bed-bugs were too 
many for me. The night was made hideous by both one and the 
other. The monks rise at two o'clock to chant their office, so 
that it was a constant clanging of bells in the “wee small 
hours.” I opened the French window and signaled the monks 
with my bed linen to warn them of what was coming. Let the 
bugs descend into the night to the monks below; the Trappists 
have more claim to them. I camped in my rocker for the night 
I wonder how Bishop ———— would enjoy a night of enforced 
self-denial like this. Yet I am as good a man as he in all re- 
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spects, if I do say it; I differ with him only in my views of 
God and creation, the descent of man, and in a few other such 
particulars wherein one man’s opinion is, or ought to be, as 
good as another’s, since no man can know. However, Shake- 
speare says: “Tis good to be sad and say nothing.” 

I will now describe the dining room or table service, two 
most important items. Personally I am not so fastidious about 
my food, as I am about the way it is served, provided it is 
good and plain. I am indifferent to the absence of delicacies, 
but I do emphatically want it cleanly served. Alas, I fear that 
herein likewise I shall have ample opportunity to do penance. 
Two large tables, covered with oil cloth, extend the length of 
the room. One of the tables is so fully occupied that there is 
not room for me at it, so I sat with another priest at the other 
table, our backs to the company, our faces to the wall. A dirty 
wall it is, too; all fly-blown and stained with blotches and 
splashes of grime. The food is set upon the tables in advance of 
the coming of the guests, a large pot of soup being left on our 
side-table with a ladle in it and plates at hand. Each boarder 
helps himself to a plate of soup which he carries with him to his 
place. Rather crude, is it not? Not the Seelbash or the Grune- 
wald or the Touraine. But the soup is good, every whit as 


good as could be had at an ordinary dinner in any of these 


hotels. Here the parity ends, however. The meals are execrable. 
The cold ham at breakfast showed that it was badly saved, in 
fact, it was as near being spoiled and diseased meat as it could 
well be and escape the Pure Food Law. The hot meat at din- 
ner was so chopped, compounded and shredded that I question 
whether the abbey chef, if he met it elsewhere, could tell what 
it was. Coffee, which is really chicory, is served at breakfast, 
milk at dinner, tea at supper. The milk is abundant and good; 
the bread, the very best; the butter, oleomargarine; cheese, ex- 
cellent. The food, therefore, is fairly good; it is the manner of 
serving it which is disgusting. 

The prior informs me that it is forbidden to go outside the 
abbey garden without permission. There are two whiskey dis- 
tilleries at the depot which would prove too much of a tempta- 
tion if indiscriminate liberty were allowed. It is useless for 
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me to make the plea that I was never drunk in my life, in fact, 
I cannot tell the difference between whiskey and brandy. The 
prior is aware of my habits of total abstinence; my bishop 
vouches for it. 

Let me describe our garden enclosure, the gates of which 
are a bar to our going out. They are also closed against women 
coming in; it is excommunication for a woman to set her foot 
within these sacred precincts, which show what little confidence 
the Trappists have in their own virtue. 

Our quadrangular “stamping-ground” is surrounded by a high 
brick wall, too high to climb over easily. The inner face of 
this wall is covered with creeping vines for distances on both 
sides; the front inner wall is bare and ugly, evidently it had 
been pierced at one time with windows, the apertures of which 
are now closed with raw, gray stone, roughly cemented. 

Here in this “pleasure garden” we are allowed to take our 
recreation at stated hours. A number of the boarders take ad- 
vantage of this outdoor recreation; others it would seem never 
come out. On their faces one can easily see the prison pallor. 

I cannot say that the conversation I am forced to listen to is 
elevating or strictly moral in tone. They chat principally about 
their adventures in the priesthood, and the variety of their ex 
periences is extraordinary. A man may not rise above his 
level, and this is the level of the priests of the holy Roman 
Church. Some of them are, or should be, scholarly men— 
Roman Propaganda students, post-graduates of the Catholic 
University at Washington. 

I introduce as a digression the subject of evolution, Darwin- 
ism, the descent of man. To my immense surprise I find an al- 
most complete ignorance of the subject, no one, in fact, among 
them capable of discussing it. All unite in condemning Darwin 
as “that arch-enemy of Christianity,” “infidel,” “atheist,” “liar,” 
“hater of revealed religion,’ but not one of them has read his 
works, none of them appears to be aware of the accepted revolu- 
tion which his studies and labors have produced in the field of 
definite and proved scientific knowledge. Surely there is some- 
thing cruelly lacking in Catholic education of the higher sort. 


I 


Does the Church, after all, thrive only through ignorance. I 
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recall the frank statement of Father Tyrrell, the protomartyr of 
Modernism, that from no Catholic chair of learning, either 
in Rome or elsewhere, had he met with anything like a satis- 
factory solution of the difficulty which intervenes between 
theological dogmas and the verified truths of science. I can 
easily and fully agree with Bishop John L. Spalding, of Peoria, 
saying, that one of the wounds of the Church in America—he 
might well have extended the scope of his remark—is the lack 
of adequate teachers. But then: 

“Where ignorance is ‘bliss, 

‘Tis folly to be wise.” 

(To be continued.) 


Portugal Progressing 


Plots and counter plots on the part of the clericals and the 
monarchists have not deterred the Portuguese from holding the 
election that has confirmed the Provisional Government in office. 
The day before the election, the New York Herald (May 27) 
in a despatch from Lisbon said: 


A meeting of the Provisional Government was held to-day. 
lt was reported that a monarchist revolt is projected. The Min- 
ister of War stated that he had reinforced the garrisons in the 
north and that five warships lined the north coast ready to land 
forces. Measures were taken to isolate the north from the 
south. Troops also were sent to Moita and Almeirim in con- 
sequence of strikes. 

The Patriarch of Lisbon has received a communication from 
the Pope, who is preparing an encyclical addressed to the 
bishops of Europe and America protesting against the Pro- 
visional Government’s measures against the clergy and terming 
the separation law unjust and tyrannical. 


The “encyclical” has been issued but it has not affected the 
Portuguese people in the least. The press declared the Pope’s 
tirade has fallen on deaf ears. The Government has taken no 
notice of it. 


The law separating Church and State has been severely 
criticised as oppressive to Protestants as well as to the Roman 
Catholic Church. But it can be modified for the former, as it 
will be when Protestantism takes the place of Romanism. 
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EDITOR O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO 
CARDINAL GIBBONS 


Ninth Series 
No. 6 
331 West 57th St., New York, June, 1911. 

Sir:—‘‘The crowning glory of my life,” was the phrase that 
came from your lips at the conclusion of the celebration of the 
fiftieth anniversary of your ordination to the priesthood of the 
Roman Catholic Church, and the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
your appointment as Cardinal by Pope Leo XIII. This golden 
and silver jubilee combined was commemorated on the sixth 
of this month in the presence of some of the foremost men 
of the nation. The celebration was held in the Fifth Regiment 
Armory in Baltimore, which accommodates 15,000 people, and it 
was crowded to the doors. The press reports tell us that you 
were “seated on a red plush chair in the center of the tem- 
porary stage in the armory, clothed in a red robe, a skull cap 
of red, and the deep green ring of office.” (See Revelation, 
XVII, XVIII, on the Scarlet Woman.) Seated on your right 
was William H. Taft, the President of the United States; 
Justice White of the United States Supreme Court; and on 
your left, Governor Crothers of Maryland, who presided; Am- 
bassador Bryce of Great Britain, Speaker Champ Clark, of the 
House of Representatives, and former Speaker Cannon. Sur- 
rounding you on the platform, besides these distinguished men, 
were scores of Senators and Members of Congress, the Mayor 
and Councillors of the city of Baltimore, the superintendents of 
West Point Military Academy and the Naval Academy, Gover- 
nors of several States, Mayors of cities, the judiciary of the 
State of Maryland, presidents of various commercial bodies, 
presidents of institutions of learning, and army and navy of- 
ficers. 


Governor Crothers introduced the speakers—President Taft, 


Vice-President Sherman, ex-President Roosevelt, Ambassador 
Bryce, Speaker Clark, Senator Root, of New York, and former 
Speaker Cannon. All these are Protestants, and the reports 
say you listened to their eulogies with the greatest delight. 
“The Cardinal smiled like a boy when President Taft intro- 
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duced him to Roosevelt; he laughed with glee when Chief 
Justice White shook his hand and the ghost of a grin flickered 
over his face when Speaker Clark, mixing for a moment politics 
with religion, said he had been a potent force for good ‘among 
both Catholics and Republicans.’ ” 

President Taft’s speech was in good taste, though what he 
said could be applied to any respectable Christian minister. 
He thought it was his duty as chief ruler of the nation to be 
present to show honor to a distinguished citizen. As a good 
Unitarian he made a plea for “religious toleration among all 
our people,” and he continued: 

“We are not here as members of any denomination. We 
are not here in any official capacity. But we are here to recog- 
nize and honor his virtues as a patriotic member of our political 
community and one who, through his long and useful life, has 
spared no effort in the cause of good citizenship and the up- 
lifting of his fellow-men.”’ 

In using the words, “member of our political community,” 
the President had an eye to your political influence, and well 
he might, for the political managers are already pulling wires 
for the Presidential election in 1912, when Mr. Taft will be 
nominated by the Republican party. Speaker Clark thinks you 
are a Republican, like Archbishop Ireland. 

But the great speech of the occasion was delivered by Mr. 
Roosevelt, who said: 

“It was my good fortune the other day to attend a meeting 
composed chiefly of Protestant preachers, where I was intro- 
duced by a Catholic priest, and where we were led in the Lord’s 
prayer by a Jewish rabbi, and now we come together, Catholic 
and Protestant, Jew and Gentile, to render honor to the man 


who is our fellow citizen and in whom we all claim a certain 
proprietary right.” 


I was present on that occasion last month in this city to hear 
Mr. Roosevelt, and if he should run for office again I may have 
something to say in reference to his speech and the manner 
in which he lectured the greatest number of Protestant min- 
isters ever assembled in one place in New York City. But 
Mr. Roosevelt’s eulogy did not move the 15,000 Catholics who 
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filled the armory until, smiling on you, he declared: “Our 
Republic will endure through the ages, and we shall see Presi- 
dents who are Catholics as well as Presidents who are Prot- 
estants, and we will see Presidents who are Jews as well as 
Presidents who are Gentiles.” Then the applause broke forth. 
From this it is evident that Mr. Roosevelt will not again be 
the candidate of his party for the Presidency. Before he 








went out of office he made the same declaration in 1908, that 
in time we would have a Roman Catholic President of the 






United States. If he sought office again, that prediction would 





be the cause of his utter defeat. I have no doubt it contributed 
to the overthrow of Mr. Roosevelt's party at the elections in 
the various States last November. After all, the heart of the 
American people is sound, and though they are asleep at pres- 
ent and do not hear the rumblings or perceive the dangers of 






your plots and schemes for supreme control in our country, | 
am hopeful that atrophy will not result. But they must wake 
up or their inheritance of liberty will be taken from them. 







When your Church is strong enough to assert its claims to su- 





premacy it will demand the recognition of its rights. This it 





has done in the past, and this you solemnly swore to do on 





the day you became a Roman Catholic Bishop. In order that 





it may be clear I am not straining a point in this matter or 





accusing you unjustly, I herewith submit the form of oath 





taken by you as I find it on page 84 in the edition of the 
Pontificale Romanum, approved by Pope Clement VIII, Urban 
VIII, and all Popes down to our time. I translate it literally 
from the Latin text. 













A Roman Catholic Bishop’s Oath 

I, James Gibbons, elect of the Church of N. from this day 
forward, shall be faithful and obedient to St. Peter the Apostle, 
and the Holy Roman Church, and our Lord the Pope and his 






successors that shall enter canonically. I shall not in council, 





by consent or fact, agree that they lose life or member, or be 
taken ai any disadvantage, or that violent hands in any way 
be laid on them, or injuries be done them on any pretence 






whatever. And whatever council they shall trust me_ with, 











236 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


either by themselves, their Nuncios, or letters, I shall know- 
ingly reveal to none to their hurt. I shall help them to retain 
and defend the Roman Papacy, and the Royalties of St. Peter 
against all men, saving my own order. I shall treat the Legate 
of the Apostolic See honorably, both in his going and coming, 
and shall help him in his necessities. I shall take care to pre- 
serve, defend, increase and pre mote the rights, honors, privileges 
and authority of the Holy Roman Church, our Lord the Pope 
and his successors aforesaid. | shall neither be in council, 
fact, or treaty, in which anything shall be contrived against our 
said Lord or the same Roman Church, or anything that may 
be prejudicial to their persons, rights, honor, state or power. 
And if [| know such things to be planned or procured by any 
body, I shall hinder it all I can, and as soon as possible shall 
signify it to our said Lord, or to another by whom it may come 
to his knowledge. 

The rules of the Holy Fathers, and the decrees, orders, or 
appointments, reservations, provisions and Apostolical man- 
dates, I shall observe with all my strength, and cause them 
to be observed by others; and I shall, according to my power, 
persecute and oppose all heretics, schismatics and rebels 
against our said Lord the Pope and his successors. 

|Regulas sanctorum Patrum decreta, ordinationes seu dis- 
positiones, reservationes, provisiones et mandata Apostolica, 
totis viribus observabo, et faciam ab aliis observari. He- 
reticos, Schismaticos, et rebelles eidem Domino nostro Pape 
vel successoribus predictis, pro posse persequar et im- 
pugnabo. | 

[ shall come to a council when called, if I be not hindered 
by some canonical impediment. I shall personally visit the 


shrines of the Apostles every third year, and shall give an ac- 


count to our Lord and his said successors of my whole pastoral 
charge, and of all things that shall any way belong to the state 
of my Church, and the discipline of my clergv and people, and 
the salvation of the souls committed to my care. And I shall, 
on the other hand, humbly receive and diligently execute the 
Apostolical mandates. And if I be detained by any lawful im- 
pediment, I shall perform the aforesaid duties by a special mes- 
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senger, that shall have my particular orders, being either of my 
chapter, or in some distinguished ecclesiastical position; or these 
failing, by any priest of my diocese; or failing any of these, 
by any priest, secular or regular, of signal probity and religion, 
who shall be fully instructed in all things aforesaid. And | 
shall give lawful proofs of the aforesaid impediment, which | 
shall send by the aforesaid messenger to the Cardinal of the 
Holy Roman Church that is at the head of the congregation 
of the sacred council. 

“T shall neither sell, give, mortgage, enfeoff anew, nor in 
any way alienate the possessions that belong to my table, even 
with the consent of the chapter of my church, without consult- 
ing the Pope of Rome. And if I make any such alienation | 
am willing to incur the penalties contained in a constitution 
thereupon set forth.” 


The latter part of the sentence in black type—‘“I shall, ac- 
cording to my power, persecute and oppose all heretics, schis- 
matics and rebels against our said Lord the Pope and his suc- 
cessors’—may be omitted by bishops in the United States and 
Great Britain, according to their discretion; and perhaps when 
you were consecrated in Baltimore you did not swear to perse- 
cute your heretical, that is, Protestant neighbors. But I have 
no doubt you were compelled to take the full oath when you 
went to Rome. The complete form such as I have given must 


be subscribed and sworn to by all other bishops. 


The clearest and most authoritative explanation of the scope 
and significance of this oath is to be found in the address de- 
livered by the late Archbishop Corrigan of New York in St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral on August 15, 1893, when the Papal Dele- 
gate, Satolli, was present. I give this explanation in full. 
Archbishop Corrigan said: 

Before the burden of the good shepherd is put upon his 
shoulders, and the holy oil of unction poured upon his head, 
every bishop-elect takes a solemn oath to be “from that day 
forth faithful and obedient to blessed Peter the Apostle, to the 
Roman Church, to the Sovereign Pontiff for the time being 
and his legitimate successors.” That form of oath dates from 
the pontificate of St. Gregory VII, 800 years ago. It bears 
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evident traces of the feudal system peculiar to that period, but 
it is not derived from any mere custom of the Middle Ages. 
On the contrary, it is based upon, supported and proved by a 
thousand facts and testimonies scattered through Church his- 
tory. The consecration oath of a bishop is simply a single leaf 
in a beautiful flower, representing the primacy of the Apostolic 
See. A luminous and authoritative expression of this truth is 
found in the celebrated declarations of the Council of Florence. 
In this decree the venerable Fathers, gathered together from 
every part of the world, solemnly defined as a dogma to be be- 
lieved by all Christians that “the Holy Apostolic See and the 
Roman Pontiff hold primacy over the entire world; that the 
Roman Pontiff is the successor of blessed Peter, Prince of 
the Apostles, and the true vicar of Christ, the head of the 
entire Church, father and teacher of all Christians. Further- 
more, that to him in blessed Peter was given by our Lord 
Jesus Christ full power of feeding, ruling and governing the 
universal Church.” 

This explicit declaration of the primacy of Peter has re- 
ceived still greater light from the definition of the Vatican 
Council, which has supplemented it and left no loophole of 
escape touching the full and perfect character of the primacy of 
the Pope. 

There is the explicit declaration that the Pope ot Rome, to 
whom you, Cardinal, swore obedience in all things divine and 
human, “holds primacy over the entire world.” That is a 
dogma accepted and believed by you as firmly as the exist- 
ence of God. There is left you “no loophole of escape touching 
the full and perfect character of the primacy of the Pope.” You 


cannot pretend that this applies only to the spiritual sphere, 


where God alone rules and governs. You swore that the Pope 
has the right to rule and govern the entire world. That is 
what the primacy of the Pope means, and unless you are false 
to your oath you must with all your strength and by every 
device uphold that primacy. It would be an insult to all the 
distinguished men who assisted at your jubilee to suggest that 
you could forswear yourself or even equivocate in this matter. 
There I leave you this month, Cardinal, in the enjoyment of 
the honors heaped upon you by the political leaders of all 
parties, whose participation in your glorification will, if I mis- 
take not, be resented by the American people. God save the 
Republic! 
Yours truly, James A. O’Connor. 
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Oaths of Roman Catholic Ecclesiastics 

Several forms of a Bishop’s Oath, a Priest’s Oath, a Jesuit’s 
Oath, etc., in booklets and pamphlets have recently come to 
the office of THE CONVERTED CatTHoLic. We have found none 
of them correct. The Bishop’s Oath was first published in 


Latin and English in Tue Converteo Carnotic for April, 


1895. It appears in English in the “Letter to Gibbons” this 
month. 

The following is the true Oath of a Roman Catholic 
Priest in the United States. It is the oath to which the 
Editor of Tur Convertep CatHoric subscribed, in company 
with several young priests, in St. Mary’s Seminary, Balti- 
more, in 1871, when he was ordained. We print it in Latin 
with an English translation.—This oath is the only one taken by 
American priests. The anti-Modernist oath of last year will be 
published in Tne Convertep CATHOLIC: 

FORMULA JURAMENTI 
AB TIS PRAESTANDI, QUI TITULO MISSIONIS ORDINANTUR 

Ego——— Filius— Dioecesis————— 
spondeo et juro, quod postquam ad sacros Ordines promotus 
fuero, nullam Religionem, Societatem aut Congregationem 
regularem sine speciali Sedis Apostolicae licentia aut S. Con 
gregationis de Propaganda Fide ingrediar, neque in earum 
aliqua professionem emittam. : 

Voveo pariter et juro, quod in hace Dioecesi vel in alia 
Dioecesi ejusdem Provenciae, perpetuo in divinis adminis- 
trandis laborem meum ac operam sub omnimoda directione 
ac jurisdictione Reverendissimi Patris Domini pro tempore 
Ordinarii pro salute animarum impendant; quod etiam prae- 
stabo, si cum praedictae Sedis Apostolicae licentia Re- 
ligionem, Societatem aut Congregationem regularem ingressus 
fuero, et in earum aliqur professionem emisero. 

Item voveo et juro, me praedictum juramentum et ejus 
obligationem intelligere, et observaturum. Sic me Deus 
adjuvet, et haec sancta Dei Evangelia. Die——-——— mensis 
—— A.D 18—— 


Testis :-—————_—_—_ 
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[ TRANSLATION ] 
FORM OF OATH 
TAKEN BY THOSE WHO ARE ORDAINED TO THE TITLE OF MISSIONS 

“[——— son of——————— the _ diocese of — 
promise and swear that when I shall be promoted to Holy 
Orders I will not enter any Religious Order, Society or Con- 
gregation without the special permission of the Apostolic 
See or of the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of 
the Faith, nor shall I make profession in any of them. 

“| likewise vow and swear that I shall perpetually devote 
my labor and service in administering divine things for the 
salvation of souls in this Diocese or in another Diocese of 
the same Province under the absolute direction and jurisdic- 
tion of the most Reverend Father and Lord Bishop of the 
Diocese for the time being; which service I will also render, 
if, with the aforesaid permission of the Apostolic See, | 
shall enter any Religious Order, Society or Congregation, 
and make profession in any of them. 

“IT also vow and swear that I understand and shall keep 
the aforesaid oath and its obligation. So help me God, and 
these holy Gospels of God. 

“Dated at————— in the Seminary of————— the — 
day———— the month of— in the year of our Lord 18—— 
Witness :——_—————__ (Signature ) ———————— 


Form of Bequest to Christ’s Mission 
I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organized in the City of 
New York, acccording to the Laws of the State of New York, the sum 
of $ .......to be applied to the use and purposes of said Mission. 
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